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On May 26, 1918, Georgia declared itself an independent republic, marking a pivotal moment in its
long struggle for self-determination. This historic event was the outcome of centuries of resistance
and aspiration, but independence was only the first step on a challenging road toward true freedom.
The declaration came during a volatile period in global politics, following the collapse of the Russian
Empire and amidst rising pressure from neighboring powers like the Ottoman Empire and Germany.
Despite the instability, the Democratic Republic of Georgia quickly laid the foundations of a modern
state—drafting a constitution, establishing a multiparty parliament, and initiating broad social
reforms.

That progress was abruptly halted in 1921, when Soviet forces invaded and overthrew the fledgling
Georgian government. Although the country lost its independence, the desire for freedom remained
deeply rooted. The Soviet era brought political repression, the dismantling of national institutions,
and the erosion of cultural heritage. Still, Georgians found ways to preserve their identity. Through
literature, music, education, and quiet resistance, the spirit of freedom endured—even under the
weight of authoritarian rule.

By the late 1980s, as the Soviet Union began to unravel, Georgians sensed a chance to reclaim
their future. The national movement, long suppressed, stepped into the open. One of the most
defining moments came on April 9, 1989, when Soviet troops violently dispersed a peaceful protest
in Thilisi, killing several demonstrators. That tragedy shocked the nation but also galvanized it. Just
two years later, on April 9, 1991, Georgia officially restored its independence. The global community
soon recognized it, but for many Georgians, the harsh realities that followed made clear that
independence alone was not enough.

The 1990s were marked by political turmoil, civil unrest, and armed conflict, including devastating
wars in Abkhazia and South Ossetia. A fragile government, economic collapse, and widespread
poverty left many disillusioned. Freedom, in its broader sense—rule of law, stability, human rights—
remained elusive. People struggled not just to survive, but to believe in the promise of a truly free
and fair society.

Change came in 2003 with the Rose Revolution, a peaceful uprising that ushered in new leadership
with a reformist and pro-European agenda. State institutions were restructured, infrastructure was
modernized, and public trust in government began to recover. However, the years that followed also
saw rising political polarization, raising concerns about democratic backsliding and the
concentration of power.

In 2008, the war with Russia once again brought national vulnerabilities into sharp focus. Georgia
lost control over its occupied regions, and Russian military presence on its territory became a long-
term challenge to sovereignty. Yet this crisis also reinforced the country's commitment to its
European path and the ideals of liberty, justice, and national dignity.

Today, Georgia stands at a critical point. It continues to pursue deeper integration with the
European Union, seeks to strengthen its democratic institutions, and strives to maintain
independence in the face of external threats and internal divisions. Freedom, as Georgians now



understand it, is not simply the absence of foreign control. It also means good governance, equal
rights, social justice, and active civic engagement.

Georgia’s journey from independence to freedom has never been linear. It is a story of setbacks
and triumphs, of sacrifice and determination. Over a century has passed since the first republic was
born, and the path toward full freedom is still being forged. But the resilience of the Georgian people,
their unwavering commitment to democratic values, and their deep-rooted sense of national identity
provide reason for hope. Freedom, in Georgia, is not a finished state—it is an ongoing effort, renewed
each day by those who believe in the nation’s future.



